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Energy = Jobs, Economy, National Security 

It’s not free 

• Coal  - Cheap but dirty 

• Oil – Expensive, Vulnerable Supply 

• Nuclear – Safety Issues 

• Solar – Expensive, Inefficient, Polluting 

• Natural Gas – Cheap, Clean, Hydrofrac 
controversy   



Solar Energy 
• Immature technology 

• Toxic waste from manufacturing  

• CO2 saved barely cover COAL power used 

• Uneconomical even with huge subsidies 

$1,200/yr return on a $40,000 system (Fed subsidies additional) 
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Source: Energy Information Administration 2012 

Solar Subsidies … 



Solar Subsidy for Whom? 

Sources: Photon International, Earth Policy Institute, Wiley Rein. Graphic: Tobey/The 
Washington Post. Published on December 16, 2011, 11:30 a.m.  



Stanford Study:   
Solar Industry A Net Energy Producer? 

Inconvenient truth… 
Production of PV panels has consumed more electricity  
than the panels themselves generate 



Solar Panels: 
Toxic Manufacturing Process 

 • 3 parts toxic byproduct for every part of panel 
material - silicon tetrachloride  

• Explosive silane gas 

• Carcinogenic cadmium sludge  

• Cheap solution: EXPORT MANUFACTURING 

Massive toxic waste 
buried 

  …… or dumped! 



Solar Panel Pollution in US 



Solar Panel Recycling? 

• No recycling in US 

• Europe recycling 
20% effective 

• Panels dumped 
after 25 years  

• Panels leach toxins 
into landfills – 
water pollution? 



Solar Panel Pollution in Asia 



Environmental Cost of Solar Energy 





Germany’s Failed Experiment 

• World leader in solar and wind installations 

• High electric rates 

• Wind & Solar only 
produced 12.4% of 
total energy. 

• Germany resorts to 
dirty coal 

• Most Polluting in 
Europe 



The Herricks School Solar Panels 

• $125,000 grant for 
solar energy system  

• $300,000 total cost to 
taxpayers 

• Electricity produced 
only worth $4,000/yr 

• $100,000 lifetime 
production at best 

• Waste of tax payer 
money plus pollution! 

 



The Long Island Solar Farm 

• Clear cutting of 200 acres of Pine Barrens 

• Endangered Tiger Salamander habitat 

• Undisclosed Fed & State subsidies 

• $300,000,000+ net cost to LIPA customers 

• Only 5 MW of net power 

 



LI: Want to go 100% Solar? 

• 100,000 acres needed* 

• Cover all of Pine Barrens (area in red) 

• Average electric bill $8,310/yr** 

• Does not work – need batteries 
*Based on 2011 LIPA total energy & LISF net efficiency of 40ac/MW ** Based on LISF added cost $.60/M/Customer 



Ivanpah – Green Ecologic Disaster 

• 6 square miles of fragile nature decimated 

• $1.6+ billion in public funding 

• Produces only 75 Mw of electricity 

• Tortoise killer 

• Bird killer 



Power Generation: Solar vs Natural Gas 
LI Solar Farm Ivanpah 

(Solar) 

Cricket Valley 

(gas) 

Cost $1 Billion?* $2.2 Billion+ $1.4 Billion 

Land Use 200 Acres 4,000 Acres 200 Acres 

Net Capacity 5 Mw 75.4 Mw 870 Mw 

Cost / KWh $0.34** $0.21** $0.06 

*   $298 million + Fed & State subsidies               ** Batteries not included 

Solar is still experimental – Costly & Polluting 



    NY-Sun:  

             Wasting $1 Billion on Solar Energy 

               

= High rates + high taxes + pollution 



Solar Panels: A Polluting Industry 
• Typically polluting 

manufacturing 
practices 

• US Manufacturers 
amongst worst 
offenders! 



Global Industry Oversight Needed 


